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7 Definitions 
 
7.1 All definition contained in Section 502 of the CWA and 40 CFR 122 shall apply to 

this permit and are incorporated herein by reference. For convenience, simplified 
explanations of some regulatory/statutory definitions have been provided, but in 
the even of a conflict, the definition found in the Statute or Regulation takes 
precedence. 

 
7.2 Best Management Practices (BMPs) means schedules of activities, prohibitions 

of practices, maintenance procedures, and other management practices to 
prevent or reduce the pollution of waters of the United States.  BMPs also include 
treatment requirements, operating procedures, and practices to control runoff, 
spillage or leaks, sludge or waste disposal, or drainage from raw material 
storage. 

 
7.3 Control Measure as used in this permit, refers to any Best Management Practice 

or other method used to prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants to waters 
of the United States. 

 
7.4 CWA or The Act means the Clean Water Act (formerly referred to as the Federal 

Water Pollution Control Act or Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments 
of 1972) Pub.L. 92-500, as amended Pub. L. 95-217, Pub. L. 95-576, Pub. L. 96-
483 and Pub. L. 97-117, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et.seq. 

 
7.5 Discharge, when used without a qualifier, refers to “discharge of a pollutant” as 

defined at 40 CFR 122.2. 
 
7.6 Illicit Connection means any man-made conveyance connecting an illicit 

discharge directly to a municipal separate storm sewer.    
 
7.7 Illicit Discharge is defined at 40 CFR 122.26(b)(2) and refers to any discharge to 

a municipal separate storm sewer that is not entirely composed of stormwater, 
except discharges authorized under an NPDES permit (other than the NPDES 
permit for discharges from the MS4) and discharges resulting from fire fighting 
activities. 

 
7.8 Indian Country, as defined in 18 USC 1151, means (a) all land within the limits of 

any Indian reservation under the jurisdiction of the United States Government, 
notwithstanding the issuance of any patent, and including rights-of-way running 
through the reservation; (b) all dependent Indian communities within the borders 
of the United States whether within the original or subsequently acquired territory 
thereof, and whether within or without the limits of a state, and (c) all Indian 
allotments, the Indian titles to which have not been extinguished, including rights-
of-way running through the same. This definition includes all land held in trust for 
an Indian tribe.  
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7.9 MEP is an acronym for "Maximum Extent Practicable,” the technology-based 
discharge standard for Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems to reduce 
pollutants in stormwater discharges that was established by CWA §402(p).   

 
7.10 MS4 is an acronym for "Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System" and is used to 

refer to either a Large, Medium, or Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
System (e.g. "the Clark County MS4").  The term is used to refer to either the 
system operated by a single entity or a group of systems within an area that are 
operated by multiple entities (e.g., the Clark County MS4 includes MS4s 
operated by the City of Las Vegas, the City of North Las Vegas, the City of 
Henderson, the Clark County Regional Flood Control District, and Clark County). 

 
7.11 Municipal Separate Storm Sewer is defined at 40 CFR 122.26(b)(8) and means a 

conveyance or system of conveyances (including roads with drainage systems, 
municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, man-made channels, or 
storm drains): (i) Owned or operated by a State, city, town, borough, county, 
parish, district, association, or other public body (created by or pursuant to State 
law) having jurisdiction over disposal of sewage, industrial wastes, stormwater, or 
other wastes, including special districts under State law such as a sewer district, 
flood control district or drainage district, or similar entity, or an Indian tribe or an 
authorized Indian tribal organization, or a designated and approved management 
agency under section 208 of the CWA that discharges to waters of the United 
States; (ii) Designed or used for collecting or conveying stormwater; (iii) Which is 
not a combined sewer; and (iv) Which is not part of a Publicly Owned Treatment 
Works (POTW) as defined at 40 CFR 122.2. 

 
7.12 Permitting Authority means the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection. 
 
7.13 Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System is defined at 40 CFR 

122.26(b)(16) and refers to all separate storm sewers that are owned or operated 
by the United States, a State, city, town, borough, county, parish, district, 
association, or other public body (created by or pursuant to State law) having 
jurisdiction over disposal of sewage, industrial wastes, stormwater, or other 
wastes, including special districts under State law such as a sewer district, flood 
control district or drainage district, or similar entity, or an Indian tribe or an 
authorized Indian tribal organization, or a designated and approved management 
agency under section 208 of the CWA that discharges to waters of the United 
States, but is not defined as “large”' or “medium” MS4. This term includes 
systems similar to separate storm sewer systems in municipalities, such as 
systems at military bases, large hospital or prison complexes, and highways and 
other thoroughfares. The term does not include separate storm sewers in very 
discrete areas, such as individual buildings. 

 
7.14 Stormwater is defined at 40 CFR 122.26(b)(13) and means stormwater runoff, 

snowmelt runoff, and surface runoff and drainage. 
 
7.15 Stormwater Management Program (SWMP) refers to a comprehensive program 

to manage the quality of stormwater discharged from the MS4.  




